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• CMAQ 2021 Call – Timeline & Overview

• What is CMAQ?

• Eligibility – Project Areas

• Eligibility – Project Specific

• Funding

• Buy America

• ADA Compliance

• E-Grants Application Process

• Questions and Answers

o Letters of Intent
 Open – Tuesday, May 25, 2021
Due – Monday, June 7, 2021

o Approvals/Rejections Provided to Applicants
 Tuesday, June 8, 2021

o Full Proposals Open
Wednesday, June 9, 2021

o Full Proposals Close
Monday, July 12, 2021

o Awards Announced 
 September/October 2021

https://www.tn.gov/tdot/long-range-planning-home/air-quality-planning/cmaq-funding.html
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Overview:
• The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) program 

was established to help fund transportation projects or programs that 
contribute the non-attainment or maintenance of the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS).
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o Eligible Particulate Matter (PM2.5) Attainment / Maintenance Areas:

• Whole: Anderson, Blount, Hamilton County, Knox & Loudon Counties

• Partial: Roane County 

o Eligible Ozone (O3) Attainment / Maintenance Areas:

• Whole : Davidson, Jefferson, Montgomery, Rutherford, Sevier, Shelby, Sumner, Williamson & Wilson 

Counties

• Partial: Cocke County

All CMAQ projects must meet three basic requirements. 
Each project must:

1. Be a transportation project;
2. Be located in (or provide benefits to) either a non-attainment or 

maintenance area; and,
3. Have an emissions reduction benefit.
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/policy_and_guidance/2013_guidance/cmaq2013.pdf

100% Federal Share (No Match Required): 
• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)*
• Carpool
• Vanpool
• Traffic Signalization
• Other safety projects

80% Federal Share (20% Local Match Required): 
• All other CMAQ Projects

50% Federal Share (50% Local Match Required):
• Funds that involve a public/private partnership (PPP)

– A legally binding, written PPP agreement must be in place if 
awarded
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• 23 CFR 635.410 and 23 U.S.C. 313

• Any permanently incorporated steel and/or iron:
– Federal Highway Administration requirement. 
– All manufacturing processes, including application of a coating, 

must occur in the United States.
• Coating: all processes which protect or enhance the value of the 

material to which the coating is applied. 
– Regulations do permit minimal use of foreign steel and/or iron in 

a Federal-aid project:
• $2,500 or one-tenth of one percent, whichever is greater.

• Additional work required to address accessibility deficiencies 
within the limits of the project and any ADA upgrades: 
– May not be eligible for 100% federal funding.
– Require a 20% local match. 

• Estimating Project Costs:
– Scope projects to address accessibility related issues.

• Must comply with:
– Roadway Design Guidelines Chapter 3 MM Design 
– FHWA ADA Transition plan requirements as of 2019. 
– For more guidance, refer to the Roadway Design Division’s ADA 

Office.
– Refer to Traffic Operation Division’s TOM to evaluate triggering work.
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Click Here to submit Application. 
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• Goals and Objectives Timeline must include:

1) Specific, measurable, and achievable actions that outline the 
"who, what, when, where, and how" of the project

2) Broad long-term vison of the project
3) Clearly defined strategies and/or implementation steps to attain 

identified goals
4) Any potential obstacles, and the project’s readiness for 

implementation

• Option to upload Buy America Certification Letter

Please Describe: 

1) Why the project sponsor is proposing to deliver the 
project

2) Any innovative elements
3) Alignment with regional priorities and other local 

complementary projects 
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• Yes. However 50% or more of the primary air quality 
benefit must be in the eligible non-
attainment/maintenance area. 

• Counties adjacent to the eligible area can be included in 
the application but should not be the primary focus of the 
emissions reductions. 
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• Project budgets should provide an accurate picture of the 
activities that are necessary to carry out the project. 
Submitted budgets should be detailed, and to the degree 
possible, based on reliable cost estimates for activities 
proposed in the project. 

• Personnel costs could be an eligible item for some projects 
that require personnel to perform the work of the grant-
funded activities. 

• Eligible billable time is based on an employee’s time directly 
spent conducting activities for the project. This must be 
documented as part of the project’s reporting. 

• Examples: 
– Outreach Coordinator of a rideshare or transportation demand 

management project. 
– Preliminary Engineering
– Operating Assistance 

*(Operating Assistance is only eligible for up to 5 years of Federal funding.)
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• Emission Reduction Estimates 

• Cost-Effectiveness of Project Emission Reductions

• Quality of Emissions Reduction Estimation 
Methodology and Analysis

• Regional Efforts and Complementary Projects

• Regional Priorities

• Project Readiness

• Project Schedule and Project Management

1- 20 Points

1- 15 Points

1- 15 Points

1-10 Points

1-10 Points

1- 15 Points

1- 15 Points

Total Possible Points: 100 

• TDOT values a diverse set of projects and approaches to 
improve air quality and reduce congestion throughout the 
state.

• To encourage all types of project submissions, projects 
will be grouped with similar projects and scored against 
one another, rather than scoring each individual project 
against one another. 

• No single type of project is more like likely to be awarded 
CMAQ funding. We want to award the strongest projects 
of all eligible project types. 
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• Before a CMAQ-funded project may be implemented, a 
legally binding partnership must be developed.  A written 
agreement must be in place between the public agency 
and the private or non-profit entity. 

• Usually, TDOT accepts a letter of support from a public 
sector indicating the financial federal investment is 
protected. 
– In case of an ownership change, issues related to insolvency, etc.

The e-Grants software limits the word count to help make 
the review process easier, and to standardize the narrative 
portion of all applications.  
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• https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/
toolkit/

• FHWA’s Office of Natural Environment has developed 
various tools helpful for the implementation of the CMAQ 
Program.  

• TIP/STIP will need to be amended and approved
• Initiation Packet completed and submitted within 30 

business days of issued Award Letter
• NEPA/Buy America
• Contract
• Request funding to be obligated 
• Funding is obligated
• Notice to Proceed is issued
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• We do have approximately $20 million available to award 
in this call for projects; however, the final awards made 
will be dependent on the number of applications we 
receive. 

• Air Quality Planning Office
– TDOT.CMAQ@tn.gov

• E-Grants Help Desk
– helpdesk@agatesoftware.com
– 1-800-820-1890
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• Brianna Benson | Supervisor
– Statewide| Brianna.Benson@tn.gov

• Susan Steffenhagen | Senior Air Quality Planner
– Region 4, Region 2 |Susan.Steffenhagen@tn.gov

• Carly Laddusaw | Planning Specialist 
– Region 3, Region 1 | Carly.Laddusaw@tn.gov

Regional OCT Staff:

Region 1 OCT Planning Staff
Troy Ebbert
Troy.J.Ebbert@tn.gov
Michelle Christian
Michelle.A.Christian@tn.gov
Ronda Sawyer
Ronda.J.Sawyer@tn.gov

Region 2 OCT Planning Staff
Andrea Noel
Andrea.Noel@tn.gov
Rachael Bergmann
Rachael.Bergmann@tn.gov
Kevin Layne 
Kevin.Layne@tn.gov

Region 3 OCT Planning Staff
Jonathan Russell
Jonathan.Russell@tn.gov 
Ian Preston
Ian.Preston@tn.gov
Jonathan Wellemeyer
Jonathan.Wellemeyer@tn.gov

Region 4 OCT Planning Staff
Antoine Hawkins
Antoine.Hawkins@tn.gov
Ashley Owens
Ashley.Owens@tn.gov
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